barred the use of the royal veto, barred that of the Peers on the
annual Budget  Their problem, then, was to produce a Budget so
cunningly calculated to infuriate and inconvenience these owners of
great estates, as to cause them, instead of conforming to the carefully-
thought-out strategy of the party staff, to throw out the Budget \vith
no more thought of the consequences than a herd of charging buffalo
Then the losing position would be turned, as by miracle, into a
winning one, and all that would remain would be to drive home
the advantage by proclaiming a holy war of poor against rich, and
democracy against privilege   Even the Dreadnought fiasco could
be turned to advantage, by amending the slogan to "We want eight,
and we won't pay " It was a plan that would have rejoiced the
heart of Randolph Churchill, and if it was not exactly playing the
game according to the old gentlemanly standards, it might fairly be
urged that the Peers had started converting it into a skin game

In the famous contest that followed, it was Lloyd George who
played the dominating role, for it was he who introduced the Budget
and who delivered that masterpiece of emotional oratory at Lime-
house, in which, to the dismay of the elder statesmen of his own
party, he unfurled the red flag of class war Churchill's part might
be described as that of a brilliant second When a league was formed
for the promotion of the Budget he became its president, and he de-
livered a series of fighting speeches, in the Commons and up and down
the country, that kept him in a blaze of publicity and added con-
tinuously to his reputation The unrelenting war waged on him by
the suffragettes, who were even said to be plotting to kidnap his
infant daughter, served as an additional advertisement, and probably
did him more good than harm

The Lloyd George-Churchill strategy was, for the time being at
anyrate, triumphantly vindicated The Peers acted precisely ac-
cording to plan, and rushed into the trap which had been laid with
such ostentation They allowed themselves to be goaded by cal-
culated provocation into such a state of blind pugnacity as to deprive
them of all prudence, or constitutional decency They flung out the
Budget, and allowed the Government to go to the country on the
very cry for which it most longed Even so, the country was in no
mood to melodramattze the situation The swing of the pendulum
had been checked, but by no means reversed Probably more voters
who would otherwise have gone Unionist were prevented by
fear of Tariff Reform, than by hostility to the Peers. An enormous
number of Liberal seats were lost, enough to make it a practical tic
between the two mam parties, and though the Liberals could count
on the support of 40 working-class Socialists, this still left them at the
mercy of the lush Nationalists, who were known to disapprove of the
Budget, but were ready to waive their convictions at a price Which
1 price was not only the setting up of a free state of Catholic Ireland
under its own Parliament in Dublin, but the forcible subjugation to
it of the Protestant minority in the North East, which, as Lord Ran*